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Tracking issues in Social Policy March 2009

The Good Childhood Inquiry
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The Archbishop of Canterbury, the Bishop of Leicester and the Bishop of Southwell and Nottingham
were among the many speakers debating the conclusions and recommendations of the report.
These included a clear statement that parents should make a long-term commitment to each other
as well as to their children, that there has been a decline in the importance of communal values
and that children need opportunities to develop their spirituality and spiritual values.

Importantly, A Good Childhood concludes that children are not ‘incomplete adults’ but individuals
within their own right. It makes a number of recommendations to Government about how it can
help improve family life, including providing free parenting classes and education about parenting
in schools and establishing a civil birth ceremony, as a non-religious equivalent to a christening.
There will be a General Synod debate on the findings of the report in July.

Child Poverty consultation

One of the findings of the Good Childhood Inquiry was that being one of the most unequal of all of
the developed countries impacts directly on the lives of all the UK's children, not just the poorest.
It is clear that to improve the outcomes for children, we need to end child poverty and inequality.
However, this is very difficult to achieve and this consultation from the Child Poverty Unit seeks
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views on its proposals set out in ‘The 2020 Vision’. The Vision concentrates on four building blocks:
employment and adult skills, financial support, housing and neighbourhoods and lastly education,
health and family. Only with this multi-faceted approach does the Government think it is going to
make progress on ending child poverty. The Government is asking respondents to give their views
as to whether these are the key areas and whether there are other areas which need to be
tackled.

Scotland - Prevalence of Sexual Imagery

February’s Policy Watch reported on the Scottish Equal
Opportunities Committee’s delayed decision on whether to
commission research into the prevalence of sexual imagery aimed
at children. We encouraged our Scottish readers to contact the
Committee and their MSPs and they, of course, rose to the
challenge! Mothers” Union member Margaret Sherwood and branch
members in Glasgow and Galloway bombarded the Committee
with requests to commission the research. The Committee replied,
stating that they have agreed to pass the request for research to
be done on to the Convener’s group, who were scheduled to meet
on 26" February. If there is agreement, research will be
commissioned by March with results by the end of 2009.

Northern Ireland - marriage statistics

The latest UK statistics on marriage rates show there were a total of 231,450 marriages in 2007,
an annual fall of 3.3 per cent. However, the number of marriages in Northern Ireland rose 5% to
8,687 in 2007. With the average cost of a wedding having doubled over the last decade to more
than £21,000 and the current economic turbulence, couples may postpone weddings for longer. A
report by CARE, The Taxation of Families 2007/08 criticised the Government of fuelling the
breakdown of marriage by introducing changes to the tax and benefits system that has left
married couples up to £5000 a year worse off than single people.

Wales - Community Cohesion Strategy

The All Wales Community Cohesion Strategy is part of the Bne WalesQcommitment by the Welsh
Assembly Government to achieve a fair and just society. The objectives of the Strategy include
highlighting how community cohesion issues cross-cut Welsh Assembly Government policies and
procedures and sign posting the relevant legal, procedural and research documents.
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